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From the president... 
 
This is my last communication directly to you as 
president of Foothills Photography Group. 
 
I have been privileged - really privileged -  to have 
served as the founding president of Foothills.  I wish 
I were a better wordsmith so that I could convey to 
you, the membership, just how pleased I am about 
the things you have done to establish an exciting, 
dynamic photography club. 
 
As we enter our second year the club is in a good 
position for continued growth and an expanded 
array of benefits to our members.  The board are 
hard working and engaged and I think the incoming 
officers will be motivated to make the club even 
better. 
 

But don't count me out when it comes to involvement in club activities - I'll serve as 
chairman of the Program Committee.  That's a job I enjoy because I get to be the point 
man for the club in contacts with some really great photographers and educators.   
 
And speaking of programs...check further down in this newsletter for the details of the 
next four meetings.  I think you will be impressed with the lineup.  Hearing and seeing 
these presenters makes your club membership an absolute bargain! 
 
And I will continue to be the editor of the club's newsletter.  (That job is one that I'll 
gladly relinquish if someone else would like to step in.  I'll teach you all I know and walk 
you through your first several issues so you will see how easy it is!) 
 
Don't forget, members, that we will be electing new officers for the year at the meeting 
this Tuesday - February 16.  Members have already received an email listing the 
board's slate of officers. 
 
See you Tuesday! 
 
John 

Cover Photo:  These are "cork oaks" on the Alentejo -- the plains of 
southern Portugal.  Photographer:  John Martin.  If you have an image you 
think would make a good cover for the newsletter send it to the newsletter 
editor:  jmartin@hemc.net   Hint:  Send it uncropped so that the editor can 
make it fit with the text.   
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS 

February, 2016 
 

Tom Vadnais 
Photo Gear for Nature Photography 
www.tomvadnais.com 

 
Tom leads the Fall Workshops at the Great Smoky Mountains Institute at 
Tremont. He is in his fourth year on the Board of Directors of the Georgia 
Nature Photographers Association. He has been President of the Roswell 
Photography Society and is a founding board member of the North 
Georgia Camera Club Council. Tom's talk to our club is entitled "Photo 
Gear for Nature Photography."  
 
Hint: There is a lot more to nature photography than lenses as long as 
your leg. 

 

March, 2016 
 

Chuck Murphy 
Better Birds, Bugs and Blooms Photos 
http://boywithcamera.com/ 
 
Chuck is a photography instructor at the University of Georgia Continuing 
Education Center and has taught the Digital Plant Photography course at 
the State Botanical Garden of Georgia.  His presentation will be entitled 
Better Birds, Bugs, and Blooms (with the emphasis on Better). 

 

April, 2016 
 

John Mariana 
Travel Photography - Italy 
http://www.jmariana.com/ 
 
John is the author of two beautiful fine art books based on his travels to 
Italy and Scotland.  Additionally he has written a seven volume set of 
educational books which show how he transforms photography into 
vibrant and emotionally filled images.  He leads workshops through the 
American west. 



      

UPCOMING PROGRAMS (Continued) 
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Carole Kropscot writes this column for the PSA Journal.  She has given our club 
permission to include her articles in Focus on the Foothills. 
 
 

Outdoor Lighting  
 
 

Lighting can make or break an outdoors photograph. Images will 
improve when the effects of the lighting are noticed by the 
photographer and chosen on purpose. It is difficult to take an 
extraordinary photograph when the lighting has not been chosen 
for its quality and effect. Let's consider the time of day, the 
weather, and the kind of the light. 
 
The sunlight at different times of day produces images with a 
range of coloring and “feeling.” Morning and evening sunlight is 

May, 2016 
 

Anne Yarbrough 
Photographing Pets and Kids 
http://www.anneyarbroughphotography.com/ 
 
Anne Yarbrough is a professional photographer who shoots just about 
everything but admits to a preference for pets and kids.   Her fresh 
approach to portraiture is summed up in her advertisement:  "...contact me 
with ideas that suit your vision and we'll go from there."  Her presentation to 
our club will concentrate on making photos of those things that don't sit still:  
pets and kids. 

 

Just for Beginners... 
 



warmer than the middle of a sunny day. The effect of the light's 
coloring can be seen with a self-assignment of photographing the 
same scene at various times of day (even if it is the front of one's 
house or the view out the window). Since beginning 
photographers tend to take pictures in the middle of the day, their 
photographs do not have that special look of warm light.  
 
Weather also contributes to the look and feel of a photograph. A 
photographer can take a picture in sunlight and then wait a few 
minutes for a cloud to block the sun, for the rain to stop and a 
rainbow to appear, or for some sun rays to pop through storm 
clouds. Foggy mornings are good times to photograph moody 
scenes. When skies are bland and have nothing to contribute to 
an image, it is best to eliminate them from the composition.  
 
The kind of the light influences the way the subject matter looks. 
There is direct, indirect, diffused, back lighting and side lighting. 
Direct sunlight creates a noticeable contrast between the lights 
and darks with intense shadows. Indirect lighting from an overcast 
sky or shade produces little contrast between lights and darks. 
Side lighting brings out textures. Back lighting produces a 
silhouette. Beginners will find it instructional to experiment with a 
flower or a person.  
 
When the photographer cannot choose the time of day or the 
weather, it is all right to take the photo anyway. If the image is 
merely a “record” shot that documents what the scene looked like, 
it may be used in a travelogue or in one's own photo album. The 
record shot can be later compared to photos taken in other 
lighting situations. Once a beginning photographer has noticed 
the sunlight's changing colors on the outdoor scenes, he or she 
will be able to capture more appealing images. 
 
 



 

On Early Morning Photography... 
 
(This is a reprint of an article I wrote a few years ago for the PSA Journal.  I thought it 
might be appropriate following the article above on outdoor lighting.  Editor) 

 
I am really taken with early morning photography 
and I'm challenging myself to do it more often.  
There are numerous reasons to roll out of the bed 
early and get outside with your camera. 
 
It starts with morning light.  Consider this:  The 
atmosphere is fresh and clear -- as opposed to the 
atmosphere that has been around all day getting 
warmed by the sun and filled with pollen and, 
possibly, pollution.  This has to make a difference in 
the light that has passed through it.   
 
Does that mean that morning light is better?  
Scientifically, I don't know.  But subjectively and 
emotionally, Heck Yeah.  You may or may not agree 
with me but follow me here.  Morning light feels 
cleaner.  It looks and feels cooler.  Words fail me.  
There is something about the morning light.  Maybe 

it is the newness - or the beginningness.  At any rate, the morning light seems to inspire 
clear, fresh images.  Creating images in the morning can be a spiritual experience. 
 
But morning light is only one of the benefits of morning photography. 
 
Another is that you have the venue to yourself.  I'm reminded of stories told by 
photographers who had to jockey for position among other photographers and their 
tripod legs to get a particular sunset picture at one of the national parks in the western 
United States.  But sunrise?  No problem. 
 
And don't forget the beginning of the day holds venues and situations that are not 
present at any other time.  Consider vendors setting up shop in the town market.  Think 
soft landscapes in the early morning mist.  Envision the sparkles of a dew covered 
flower. 
 
Early morning is a beginning.  I try to keep this thought in mind as I decide whether to 
get up early and embrace the new day or to roll over and promise to embrace it 
tomorrow. 

 



 
 
 
 

 Rich St. John is rolling off as Vice-President of the club.  Many 
thanks go to Rich for his contributions over the past year:  Field Trip 
planner, contributor to the newsletter, technical inputs in meetings, etc.  
Thanks, Rich. 
 

There is some talk about 
forming a Special Interest Group 
(SIG) pertaining to UrBex.  For the 
uninitiated, UrBex (as far as 
photographers are concerned) is the 
practice of making images of 
abandoned buildings and other 
structures.  It often involves 
trespassing onto private property but, 
of course, we wouldn't do that.  UrBex 
photos can be quite dramatic and 
thought provoking.  Drop Tanya an 
email if you are interested.  
tanya1951@live.com 
 

COMPETITION: That is the theme for the critique for the 
February meeting.  Interpret it however you wish!  Send your 
pictures to jmartin@hemc.net . 
 

See you at the meeting Tuesday (2/16) night! 
 
John Martin 
Editor 
 

Some Snapshots... 
 


