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From our President....... 

 
                          Fellow Club Members,                                                                                                                                                                             

 
I hope this letter finds everyone safe and well.  The Club's Covid -19 policy remains unchanged at this 

time.  Our meetings will continue to be held on-line for the immediate 

future.  Our June 16th meeting will again be held on Zoom at 7:00 PM, Social 

Time begins at 6:30 PM, and everyone is invited.   

  

Our group makes every effort to maintain a politically stress-free environment 

for our members.  I will acknowledge that we are living in very troubled 

times.  I personally feel that it is always a great tragedy when any human life is 

lost.  It is even more disturbing when that incident involves first responders 

and they are charged with being at fault. The resulting social disturbances are 

concerning as well.  I can only hope that we as a country and a people become 

more understanding and accepting of each other.  In that spirit I ask that we 

continue to keep our social and political opinions out of our interactions in any 

Foothills Photography Group event or forum.   

  

The past month saw our group take part in two outings.  The first was to Gibbs Gardens and the second to the 

monthly swap meet held at Atlanta Drag-way in Commerce.  Both events received exceptional weather and 

were enjoyed by all those attending.   Our next outing is scheduled for June 13, 2020 to the State Botanical 

Gardens in Athens, Ga.  Special thanks to Steven Paige for scheduling these for us.  Details about the June 

event can be found on the Facebook and web pages.  

  

The speaker for our June meeting is John Mariana.  His topic will be “Developing” The Final Image - 

Artistic Stages of Image Enhancement.  This should prove to be very informative, as John's previous 

presentations, I have seen, were excellent.  The Members Showcase will be Amelia Chatham.  I look forward to 

seeing you at our next meeting and in Athens at the State Botanical Gardens. 

 

Daniel W. Short, President, Foothills Photography Group 
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Photo and quote by Susan Meiselas.  Selected by Kim Martin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

4 

 

                                 47 Popular Places to Photograph  

         in Northeast Georgia 
          By John Martin     

     #32 Community House 
 

               

 

Description: 

This wonderfully restored and maintained building was constructed by the CCC (Civilian 

Conservation Corps) in 1936. The building is an architectural gem inside and out. It is 

a log structure built entirely of local pine. Located at the edge of the town’s park, the 

City of Cornelia owns it and uses it for civic gatherings and (for a fee) private events. 

Notes for the photographer: 

A particularly nice view is from the rear of the building. Take the stairs down from the 

end farthest from the highway. You might find the building open – as it is often for event 

preparation, etc. – or you could possibly gain access to the interior by contacting City 
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Hall 706-778-8585. 

Directions: 

From the RR crossing in Cornelia, head south on South Main Street. At .2 miles make 

a HARD left onto Wyly Street. The Community House is one-half mile on the left. 

GPS Coordinates: 

34°30&#39;46.3&quot;N 83°31&#39;08.6&quot;W 

Interesting Fact: Camp Toccoa (“Band of Brothers”) was nearby. During the WWII war 

years, dances were held at the Community House for soldiers stationed there. 

Member spotlight:   Chuck Lotts 

Subject: Personal History 

Born and raised: 

Peoria, Illinois - 1946 

 

Education: 

High School - Peoria 

DeVry Tech - Chicago - Electronics 

U. S. Navy Tech School - Electronics 

 

Work experience: 

Caterpillar Tractor Co., Admiral Corp., Motorola, U. S. Navy, Motorola, 

Georgia Power Co., Southern Co., Southern Communications. 

All types of radio and optical communications including microwave, 

satellite, fiber and cellular terminal equipment. 

Fiber-optic, copper wire, coaxial cable, antennas. 

Construction of radio site buildings, towers and installation of equipment, 

Test, repair and replacement of above equipment. 

 

Early life: 

Average kid growing up in a suburb in central Illinois in 1950's and 1960's. 

 

Graduated H. S. in 1964. 

Moved to Chicago in 1966 for tech. school. 

U. S. Navy for 4 years 1968 - 1972. 

Motorola in Fort Lauderdale Fl. 1972 - 1975. 

Motorola in Atlanta Ga. 1976 - 1981. 

Georgia Power Co. / Southern Co. in Atlanta 1981 - 2004. 

Southern Communications - 2004 - 2005. 

 

Current Family Life: 

My wife Cat and I live near Turnerville, Ga. (10 miles north of 

Clarkesville). Have done so for 10 years. Expect to for at least another 10. 

We have an Alaskan Husky Dog, named Annie Oakley. The dog exercises us 
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regularly and we in turn feed her regularly. We are still collecting 

waterfalls. There are so many in N. Ga. and N.C. We like to go sightseeing 

on the backroads, looking for interesting places. 

 

Summary of your journey on the photography highway: 

Started out with a "Kodak Brownie". Graduated to the family's Keystone 8mm 

camera in about 1960. Used whatever was available, usually one time throw 

away 35mm cameras. Got my first digital about 2004, a Ricoh, 2 megapixel. My 

second one is currently a Sony RX100M2, 20 megapixel. 

 

The part of photography you like the most: 

Searching for the right scene then all the right camera settings. 

 

What are some of your photography goals? 

To make the camera see what I see. 

 

Accomplishments in photography you are most proud of: 

Out of approximately 4000 photographs (that I have kept), I have 6, I really 

like. Cat tells me that she likes a lot of them, but she can make better 

pictures with her iPhone. 

 

Opportunities & Contests: (special things to do during quarantine) 

 

NEED A MENTOR?  WANT TO LEARN SOMETHING NEW?  John 

Martin submitted a few thoughts and shows us how this works:  Stuck at 

home? Of course, you are. But that doesn’t mean that you are out of reach for 

on-line mentoring. It’s easy. Here is how it works. 

First, the mentor opens up a Zoom meeting. It’s free and the time allowance 

for a one-on-one meeting is unlimited. He/she then invites the mentee to join at 

a set time convenient to both. For more info, 

check here: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362613-How-Do-I-

Host-A-Video-Meeting- 

The meeting opens and the mentor taps the “share screen” icon. Magically, 

both the mentor and the mentee are seeing the mentor’s screen – where he has 

previously opened Lightroom (or whatever 

program is the subject of the mentoring session). For more info, look here: 

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362153-Sharing-your-screen 

And finally, the mentor places a phone call to the mentee. The mentor/mentee 

phone call handles all the voice communication for the mentoring session. 
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It’s easy, and it works. 

If you want to do something useful while not getting out in the (still) infectious 

world, give Chuck Lotts a call at call at 404-452-0976 or drop him an email at 

catandchuck@windstream.net. He has a list of the mentors and their 

specialties – he’ll match you up with a mentor and help you get started. 

 

Contest submitted by Ashley Farmer:  https://psa-photo.org/index.php?clubs-

councils/newsletter-contest 
  

 The Professional Photographers of America (PPA) has opened their online 

classes to everyone.  FOR FREE!  These classes – 1,100 of them! – can be 

accessed here:  https://www.dpreview.com/news/9935972902/ppa-offering-

free-access-1100-classes-amidst-covid-19-quarantines.  You’ll be asked to set up 

a free account, but no charges made. 

 

And that’s not all.  Scott Kelby has opened 480 webinars; also, FOR 

FREE.  The first one on the list is “10 things photographers can do while stuck 

indoors”.  You’ll be asked to open an account – but no charges.  Here is the 

link:  Webcasts – KelbyOne  (thanks for the submission John) 
  

Group Fieldtrips:   
 

June 13, 2020 to the State Botanical Gardens in Athens, Ga 
 

Upcoming group trips to calendar: (more information coming soon)  

Sept 6 & 7 Rodeo   

Sept 12 Dragon boat races  

Oct 24 & 25 Air show    

 
 

  

Foothills Photography Group News:  
  

June meeting will be on Zoom. All paid members will be sent an invitation to view the 

meeting. You will be able to view from your phone, tablet or computer. 

https://psa-photo.org/index.php?clubs-councils/newsletter-contest
https://psa-photo.org/index.php?clubs-councils/newsletter-contest
https://www.dpreview.com/news/9935972902/ppa-offering-free-access-1100-classes-amidst-covid-19-quarantines
https://www.dpreview.com/news/9935972902/ppa-offering-free-access-1100-classes-amidst-covid-19-quarantines
https://members.kelbyone.com/webcast/
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(Meetings are usually at North Georgia Technical College (NGTC) in the Visual Tech 

Building, Clarkesville Campus.  Social Time begins at 6:30 PM and meeting at 7:00 PM.  

Look for signs as you approach the college from Clarkesville.) 

His work is amazing, and you’ll be impressed if you click the links below! 

 http://roswellphotosociety.com/february-photo-review-action-2-2/ 

www.jmariana.com 

 

 

 

 

 

http://roswellphotosociety.com/february-photo-review-action-2-2/
http://www.jmariana.com/
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