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From the president... 
 
Colby Moore told us at the last FPG Board meeting 
that he will be resigning as Program Chair of 
Foothills.  There was an audible groan from the 
Board.   
 
Colby is seriously back into his degree program and 
needs the time to hit the books.  And you can 
understand why:  Job at NGTC, dedicated family 
man, volunteer teacher/mentor at all times, member 
of several organization boards, owner of his own 
photography business, Boy Scout leader, course 
instructor - and probably more. 
 
So...it is with understanding - but with regret - that 
we accepted his resignation.  He remains a member 
of the club and (as you would expect) he told us that 
he would teach and contribute whenever asked. 

 
Foothills Photography Group - still in its first year - is a successful photography club 
and, in my opinion, Colby Moore is a large part of the reason.    He has secured 
excellent program presenters, he has conducted classes on photography, he (with 
Sharon) has been the momentum behind the Help Portrait project, and he has selflessly 
given his time to anyone who has asked for it.   
 
Thank you, Colby.  
 
I will be trying to fill Colby's Program Chair shoes until someone else can be found to 
handle the job.  Interested?  The job entails searching out, contacting, and booking 
guest speakers for the monthly club meetings.  You would be a voting member of the 
club's board of directors.  If this is something you would like to do, please contact me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover Photo:  No, this isn't the Blue Ridge.- but nature is responsible.  This is a 
pattern in the sand left by receding tide somewhere on the west coast of 
Scotland.  Photo by John Martin.  If you have an image you think would make a 
good cover send it to the newsletter editor:  jmartin@hemc.net 



Carole Kropscot writes this column for the PSA Journal.  She has given our club 
permission to include her articles in Focus on the Foothills. 
 

Just for Beginners! 
 

How to Hold the Camera 
 
Fingers holding a camera cause all sorts of problems. Buttons can be touched that 
unknowingly change the camera’s settings. Fingerprints end up on the lens. Fingers 
block a sensor. And what’s more, shaky cameras produce unclear photos. 
 
Elbows in, not out. Too many photographers are seen holding their elbows way out in 
front of their torso or to the side. Although it is fun to use the monitor for handheld shots, 
a clearer image results when the elbows are pressed against the torso, forming a 
human tripod and producing less camera shake. In this position, the camera can be 
further steadied by physically pressing it against the forehead. 
 
Thus, handheld shots turn out better when using the viewfinder and not the monitor. If 
the photographer desires to hold the camera farther away from his/her eyes in order to 
see the camera’s monitor clearly, it is beneficial to lean the camera on something solid, 
like a tree, wall, fence, camera bag, car with the motor stopped, or even another 
person’s shoulder. 
 
Fingers off the controls (except the shutter button). Photos have been ruined because 
the photographer was not consciously aware of exactly where and what the fingers 
were touching. When the left hand is holding the weight of the camera, the fingers may 
be touching a control button or blocking a sensor or even the lens. 
 
The right hand must find blank areas to place its fingers. A person’s natural grip does 
not necessarily place the fingers in safe locations. A wise photographer will pay 
attention to all the fingers and plan in advance how to hold the camera. 
 
Before taking each picture, it is a good idea to ensure that all is going as planned by 
double checking the camera’s settings and the position of all fingers on the camera. 
 
Pressing down on the shutter button should be a smooth motion. Not jabbing nor 
poking. Some photographers place their thumb underneath the camera and then press 
up with the thumb and down with the finger on the shutter button. This is a squeezing 
technique meant to keep the camera from jerking when pushing the shutter button 
down. 
 
No breathing during the exposure. Some photographers inhale and hold their breath. 
Other photographers exhale and hold their breath. 

 



The Thanksgiving and 
Christmas holidays are 
upon us and it is safe to 
say that we will all be 
making holiday pictures.  
 
Here's a confession:  
Most of my Christmas 
pictures - in fifty years of 
making them - are of 
little Suzzie opening 
gifts.  I capture the 
wonderful look on her 
face as she lifts the box 
lid and reaches for the 
beautiful doll.   
 
A few weeks later the 
developed pictures come 
in the mail and are 
admired by all.  And the 

photos are never looked at again. 
 
This year will be different.   
 
Sharon and Colby have assembled a hands-on program that 
promises to put excitement and creativity into our holiday 
photography.  BE SURE TO BRING YOUR CAMERA.  
 
Meeting:  Tuesday, November 17.  Social time at 6:30 PM; 
meeting starts at 7:00 PM.  North Georgia Technical College, 
Clarkesville, GA.  Look for the signs as you approach NGTC from 
the Clarkesville direction. 
 
 



CHRISTMAS PARTY !! 

Bring your spouse, kids, significant 
other and come enjoy some great food 
and fellowship with us!  

The party is in lieu of our regular 
December meeting. There will be a 
raffle and door prizes. It'll be $5.00 if 
you wish to buy raffle tickets. All monies 
collected will go to our community 
service account. 

It's on December 15 and starts at 
6:30PM at the Fellowship Hall of the 
Presbyterian Church in Clarkesville.   
The church is next door to the Charm House.  Park in the lot at the back of the church 
(on Jefferson Street).   

Make your reservation HERE.  If you have any difficulty with the reservation site call 

Sharon at 706-809-9877. 

It's a Potluck Party! The club will supply Turkey, Ham and drinks and we need you to 
provide the rest.  

If your Last Name begins with: 

A through L - please bring a side dish. 

M through R - please bring a dessert. 

S through Z - please bring a salad. 

See you there! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Christmas Party Organization Committee:  This is the 
club's first Christmas Party.  We're wrapping up our first year as a 
club and we want to invite all members and their families to come 
out and enjoy the friendship and fellowship that we have enjoyed all 
year long.  



New Hospital Gallery...    MACROMACROMACROMACRO 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Macro is simply "a photo of something small presented large."  A few 
examples: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Typically macro photographers prefer flowers and bugs but these photos (a 
postage stamp and the face an early camera) fit the bill. 
 
The submission guidelines are pretty simple: 
 

1.  jpeg images only, 
2. 11x14 in highest resolution you  have, and 
3.  landscape or portrait orientation. 

 
You do not have to make the prints.  Just give the files on a thumb drive to 
Sharon Alicea or Wendy O'Connor.  The hospital will bear the cost of 
printing and framing.  You may submit as many as you like but a maximum 
of two per person will be chosen for display.  Submission deadline is 
December 1. 

In case you didn't know:  Foothills photographers furnished the images 
for the art gallery at Habersham Medical Center.  We've been asked, 
now, to provide photos for a new gallery.  Theme:  Macro. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Help-Portrait is about GIVING the pictures, not taking them.  
These portraits aren't for a portfolio, website, or for sale. 
 
Here are ways you can be involved: 
 

Volunteers are needed to be runners, greeters, printers, and 
shooters' assistants. 
 
Corporate sponsors are needed - paper, cd's, envelopes, 
food for guests and volunteers, bottled water, other drinks. 
 
Getting the word out to churches and civic organizations - to 
make the service known to those who would benefit. 
 
And you can always contribute money to cover those items 
that aren't donated. 

 
The event is at NGTC on Saturday, December 5.  Questions?  
Contact Sharon Alicea, 706.809.9866 or flaglady@gmail.com 
 

This will make your Christmas 

It’s about giving 
people who 
otherwise 

couldn’t afford 
photography, a 

chance to 
capture a 
moment, a 

memory…and a 
whole lot more. 

 



 
From left, Wendy O'Connor, Tanya Smith, Will Davis, Laura Jenkins, 
Phoebe Martin, John Martin. 
 
Members of the Landscape Special Interest Group walked the Hemlock 
Falls Creek trail recently.  They met at Batesville General Store for 
breakfast  and conversation before driving to the trailhead.  Although the 
leaves were past prime color (rained out on the original date) the day was 
magnificent and a lot of "moving water" images were made. The 
Landscape SIG is already making plans to witness simultaneous sunrise 
and moonset from Brasstown Bald in the spring. 



About Special Interest Groups... 
 
Within Foothills Photography Group are several Special Interest Groups  
(SIG's).  They are loosely organized - no, make that disorganized - groups 
of folks with similar interests.   
 
There is very little leadership, no dues, and there are no scheduled 
meetings.  Typically a SIG will plan little outings (birds, flowers, landscape, 
etc.) or maybe just meet over coffee (travel, for example). 
 
It always happens that a SIG will have participants that are just learning 
their way around the camera  and members that are more proficient.  This 
mix is a good thing.  We learn from each other. 
 
When we filled out our applications for membership we indicated our 
special interests.  These are the top ten categories: 
 

Landscape  65   Sports   29 
 
Travel   57   Street   29 
 
Wildlife   42   Architectural  28 
 
Micro/Macro  34  Events  26 
 
Family Portraits  32   Fine Art   25 

 
OK, here's the deal:  If you will organize a SIG for a particular interest the 
Club will give you the names and email addresses of the members who 
have indicated an interest in that subject.  From there it is up to you.  See 
what we mean by "loosely organized"? 
 
Interested?  Email John Martin at jmartin@hemc.net. 
 
Go for it.  Special Interest Groups are high on the list of ways you can learn 
more, make new friendships, and improve your photography. 
 
 



A few snapshots... 
 

  Foothills members will have a rare opportunity to photograph the 
interior of the historic Georgia Power plants at Tallulah Falls.  This is thanks 
to the efforts of our member Rick Moorhead.  Watch future editions of the 
newsletter and the club's Facebook page for details.  (Wow.  What a great 
benefit of membership!) 
 

 The last few issues of Focus on the Foothills (this newsletter) 
have featured my photos on the cover.  I would MUCH RATHER use yours 
but you have to send it to me!  Suggested content:  Winter scene, snow, 
holiday subjects, etc.  Here's your chance to have a cover photo published 
on the soon-to-be-famous Focus on the Foothills.  Send to 
jmartin@hemc.net. 
 

 One last shot:  With Colby Moore's resignation as Program Chair 
there is an opening on the Board of Directors to do that job.  If you would 
like to research and contact notable people in the photography community 
we would like to consider appointing you to that position.  Contact 
jmartin@hemc.net 
 


