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From Our PÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛȱȭ 

Greetings FPGers! 

 

Our August meeting is on the 15th.  The program will be presented by 

Shalabh Sharma from UGA.  His subject will be on night photography 

and he will give tips for the eclipse which will be the next week.  Get to 

know him by visiting his web page:  www.shalabhphotography.com . 

 

The critique theme for the August meeting will be night photography .  Our program presenter will 

ÖÍÍÌÙɯÊÙÐÛÐØÜÌÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÐÔÈÎÌÚɯàÖÜɯÚÜÉÔÐÛȭɯɯ6ÌɯÞÖÕɀÛɯÜÚÌɯÛÏÌɯ"ÙÐÛÐØÜÌɯ!ÖÞÓɯ×ÖÐÕÛÚɯÚàÚÛÌÔɯÛÏÐÚɯÔÖÕÛÏȭ 

 

The field trip to the Gorge has been put on hold until the bugs in the elevator system brakes are 

exterminated!  Stand by!    

 

There is a lot of excitement building about the solar 

eclipse.  People from Massachusetts reserved my vacation 

rental months ago, coming all this way to see the eclipse.  

(ɀÔɯÎÜÌÚÚÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÐÔÈÎÌÚɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÔÈÒÌɯÞill look something 

ÓÐÒÌɯÛÏÐÚɯÖÕÌɯ(ɯÓÐÍÛÌËɯÖÍÍɯÛÏÌɯÐÕÛÌÙÕÌÛȭɯɯ3ÖɯÔÌȮɯÐÛɀÚɯÈɯ×ÖÐÎÕÈÕÛɯ

reminder of how things in the heavenlies affect things on 

earth.  (ÍɯÛÏÌɯÌÈÙÛÏɀÚɯÖÙÉÐÛɯÞÈÚɯÊÓÖÚÌÙɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÚÜÕȮɯÞÌɀËɯÉÜÙÕɯ

Ü×ȭɯɯ(ÍɯÐÛɯÞÈÚɯÍÈÙÛÏÌÙɯÈÞÈàȮɯÞÌɀËɯÍÙÌÌáÌȭɯɯ.ÕɯÛÏÌɯƖƕst, 

millions of peopl e will be gazing into the sky, observing 

the same event, united in the same purpose.  Now, how do we capture that with our camera? 

 

I was reminded recently of the truth that in nature 

photography, timing is everything.   I sat on my front 

porch for a couple of hours recently, trying to get good 

hummingbird images.  I saw something moving in one of 

the bee balm plants the hummers were feeding on.  It 

was an anole.  I focused my camera and made a few 

shots.  Three of the images captured the anole making a 

U-turn on the stalk, creating an almost perfect circle with 

his tail and body.  I shared this image on Facebook and it 

received over 1500 likes.  It made me think.  My camera 

http://www.shalabhphotography.com/


makes 10 images a second, so the 3 images took about 1/3 of one second.  Out of all the images I made 

that day, that 1/3 of a second made all the difference.  How quickly the Ɂmagic boxɂ we hold in our 

hands can influence life.  Think about it.  

 

Happy Trails,  

Danny 

 
 

Forty-seven Popular Places to 
Photograph in Northeast Georgia 

(Fifth in a series)      By John Martin 

 

First Presbyterian Church - Clarkesville 



 

Description:  This classic little church was built in 1848 by Jarvis Van Buren, cousin of President Martin Van 

Buren.  Jarvis built the historic Grace Calvary Episcopal church - also in Clarkesville. In 1907 the church (which 

originally faced Jefferson Street) was jacked up and rotated to face Washington Street.    

Notes for the photographer:  I made this photo in late March - just in time to capture the flowering trees that 

flank the church.  The chimney in the right background is on the much photographed (private residence) 

Charm House.  There is another beautiful building on the church property to the left of the church (about 

where I was standing to make this photo).   

Directions:  From the square in Clarkesville head east along Washington Street.  The church is on the left just 

before you get to the traffic signal.  Park in the church's parking lot at the rear of the church. 

GPS Coordinates:  34°36'43.5"N 83°31'19.5"W 

Interesting fact:  Clarkesville used to have a trolley that connected the town center to the Tallulah Falls 

Railroad station.  The trolley tracts were installed in Washington Street about the same time that the church 

was jacked up and rotated to face Washington Street. 

 

Backyard Birding  
By Daniel Short 

 
 My favorite subjects to photograph are wild birds, their 
colors and behaviors are an endless source of beauty and 
entertainment.   A Red Bellied Woodpecker couple are 
actually what renewed my interest in photography a couple 
of years ago.  Sitting on my front porch, I began to notice the 
comings and goings of a pair of these beautiful birds. My goal 
became to get the perfect photograph of them, and over 
time I have several that I feel are good, not perfect, but 
good. It didn't take long for me to discover that one of the 
most important factors in good wildlife photography is your 
proximity to the subject; getting close. My limited mobility 
makes it paramount to bring the birds to me. Getting close 
takes planning and patience. 
 
The solution I use is a birding studio in my yard. There are 
four key elements to take into consideration when setting up 
a birding studio: food and water, posing area, background, 
and concealment. What type of birds do you want to attract? 
Your selection of foods will determine what you attract. 
Basically suet for woodpeckers and other clinging birds, wild 



bird seed for most species of perching and song birds, sunflower seeds for Goldfinches, and Meal Worms for 
Bluebirds. Sugar water in a ratio of 1 cup sugar to 2 cups of water for hummingbirds. All birds need water so 
some form of birdbath or water feature is also a good idea. 
 
There are two basic options for the presentation of foods. Commercial poles and feeders are the simplest and 
provide a semi-permanent way to attract birds to your yard at all times. The second option is a natural perch 
with holes drilled in it to offer food as well as to pose the bird. My personal preference is the commercial 
feeders due to the amount of time and frequency required to setup and maintain these attractants. The 
second element is simply a perching area for your subjects to land and allow them to be presented in the most 
natural setting. Most people wouldn't want a photo of a bird on a commercial feeder. The easiest set-up is a 
medium sized tree branch placed in a hole adjacent to the feeders. Most birds will fly in and perch on a branch 
prior to proceeding to the feeders. The other option is the previously mentioned natural perch with holes for 
food. My personal set -up has evolved to a combination of the above mentioned items. 
 
I have a 6-foot 
long landscape 
timber mounted 
on a 1 inch pipe, 
with commercial 
hangers for 
feeders, and a 
natural top 
section that can 
be changed to 
allow for a 
variety of natural 
perches. 
Mounting the 
timber on the 
pipe allows me to 
rotate the feeder 
for different 
perspectives. You will see in the photo a woodpecker feeder made from a section of a small tree. It has holes 
in the back for suet and a hook for hanging. The black section on the bottom is a squirrel and raccoon guard 
�u���������(�Œ�}�u�������î�ð�_���•�����š�]�}�v���}�(���ò�_�����o�����l���•�š�}�À�����‰�]�‰���X�� 
 
The third consideration is your background. I tried to place my perch to allow for an uncluttered background. 
Trees and bushes are a good selection. Try to avoid man-made items in your background. I also left a good 
deal of space behind the perch to allow for good bokeh.  
 
The final consideration is what type of concealment you will use. When I set-up my studio for the first time I 
was severely limited in regards to my mobility. I was fortunate to have a large bay window in my home that 
allowed me to stay inside and still photograph the birds as they came and went. I still use this set-up today, 
clean windows are a must. This is somewhat limiting in that shooting through glass does degrade your images 
to an extent. Capturing superior images will require you be even closer to your subject with nothing between 
you and your subject but the lens. Personally I have used several different methods learned hunting earlier in 
my life. Camo clothing and netting are my favorite due to the weight and breathe-ability of these. I have also 
set-up a blind on my porch using camo netting suspended from hooks.  


